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STUDENT OF THE MONTH:  JORGE RODRIGUEZ, JR. 

Some kids dream of getting their black 
belt early on and they are laser focused on 
this goal from the moment they get into 
class. Jorge Rodriguez, Jr. is one such 
student.


Jorge first started class at the age of 6 in 
our Lil Dragon Program back in the 
beginning of 2021. From the first moment 
he came in, we knew he was a wonderful 
student. He listened, stayed focused and 
always tried his hardest in class. When 
eligible, Jorge was quickly moved into the 
Lil Warrior Program where he continued to 
grow and develop. He continued to stay 
extremely focused and the instructors kept 
a watchful eye on him as they felt that he 
would eventually be a candidate for the 
elite Black Belt Club.


Finally, in October of 2021, Jorge was invited into the Lil Warrior BBC. Since then, 
he has continued to flourish. He is currently an Orange/White Belt in the class and 
he loves it! “I always have dreamt to be a Black Belt.”, he said about his entrance 
into BBC. His favorite thing about learning martial arts? “I like that I can defend 
myself in case I get into any kind of danger.”, he explains. 


Jorge has definitely benefited a lot from his training. His instructors note that he is 
more confident and he is developing an ability to faced obstacles better. The move 
to sparring was a difficult one and one which most kids contend with. But Jorge 
has face this challenge head on and continues to come to class despite any 
challenges he may encounter.


Jorge’s dad also trains at PMA and it proves to be great motivation for the younger 
Jorge. “I like to come and watch my dad train and my goal is to reach up to my 
dad’s class one day.”, he exclaims. 


Outside of PMA, Jorge is in the second grade at PS 26 in Ms. 
Weisberg’s class. He loves math and hopes one day to be a 
firefighter!
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ST. JUDE FUNDRAISER 2022 

MARCH’S  
POWERFUL WORD  

OF THE MONTH: 

SELF-RELIANCE

Each year, Progressive Martial Arts fundraises for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. This hospital is funded purely by donation only and so 

for these children, treatments are reliant on fundraising efforts such as 
ours. For the month of March, we are asking that you collect donations for 
our Kick-A-thon which will take place on Friday, April 1st. Participants can 

have people pay per kick they throw at the fundraiser or lump sum 
donations can be collected as well.


More information will be distributed via email and in classes. Let’s reach 
our goal of $5000 this year and truly help those in need!


Thanks in advance for your participation!
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